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              Cultural Traditions versus Modern Values

Historical Context: 
During the late 19th Century, European powers colonized most of the African Continent, ignoring traditional ethnic and cultural boundaries.  Nigeria, ruled by Great Britain, included the Hausa, Ibo, and Yoruba people.  
After Nigeria gained independence in 1960, Civil War broke out between the main ethnic groups in struggle for power.  Order was eventually restored, and with the discovery of oil, modern cities and a wealthy, modern urban class grew in the countries main cities.  
This created a cultural conflict between the traditions still honored in the country and the embracing of modern attitudes and technologies in the cities.  This young urban class often conflicted with the beliefs of their parents and grandparents.

As you read “Marriage is a Private Affair”, focus on how both historical context and social conflict affect the characters actions.

1. What are some similarities and differences between your generation’s attitudes toward love and marriage and those of the generation before you. How would you compare the attitudes you have written down with the attitudes between generations in this story? 



2. What is the irony of the story’s title? 

3. This story bursts with conflicts among people and ideas. What are at least two of these conflicts? Does the story resolve them? If so, how? 

4. How would you describe Okeke’s character? Use details from the story to support your answer. 

5. What do you think happened to the herbalist, and why would Achebe include that anecdote? 

6. What might the rain at the end of the story symbolize? 

7. The story’s subject is a marriage that occurs against a parent’s wishes, but what is the story’s theme? 

8. Achebe’s story is about generational and cultural conflict, what is the narrative point of view. From whose point of view is this told? How does the point of view shape your response? 



9. You hear much talk today about “traditional values” and about the “multicultural society.” What are some contemporary examples of clashes in values, and how would you relate them to this story’s plot and theme? 

10. Explain the meaning of the last line of the story: “That night he hardly slept, from remorse – and a vague fear that he might die without making it up to them.”

11. What imagery does the author use to display the mood of Okeke in the 2nd to last paragraph on page 61? _______________________________________________

12. How does the author, Chinua Achebe, reveal his attitude towards Okeke’s behavior?  Be specific.
13. List one internal and one external conflicts experienced by the characters in this story, and how they were resolved.

Internal Conflict #1__________________________________________________________________________
Resolution#1_________________________________________________________________________________

External Conflict #2__________________________________________________________________________

Resolution#2_________________________________________________________________________________

